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WHO HAD A BILLY CART?

Few of us wouldn’t have had or
built a billy cart growing up. All
it took was some disused wood,
some nuts and bolts, nails, a piece
of rope and some old wheels.

Old ball bearings soaked in ker-
osene also made good wheels.
Who can forget the downhill rac-
es, bumps, bruises etc. that were
all part of the billy cart experi-
ence back then.

How times have changed....

These items appeared in the

Sun News Pictorial - March 30, 1937 “

WOMEN’S OLYMPIC
GAMES SUGGFCTIT

Miss L.C fills, forn r pre i-
dent of th Victc ian 'om .a’s
Amateur . *»'-.c As¢ cia. 1,
said last ni, 1t that her =rsor.
view was = at speciai uierna-
tional games for women would
be preferable to women taking
part in the Olympiad.

“I think it desirable that wom-
en athletes of one nation should
compete with those of other na-
tions.” she said.

“But there seems to be no rea-
son why they shouldn’t have an
Olympiad of their own. That is
my own view. It is not necessari-
ly shared by others.”
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WHO COULD EVER
FORGET THE LEYLAND
BROTHERS?

‘Ask the Leyland Brothers’ kept
us amused each week back in the
late 70’s. Mike and Mal, along
with their family, took us to all
parts of Australia in answer to
questions from viewers.

Australia loved the Leyland

Brothers and at one point 2.5
millions watched each week.
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L TCIs, Monday— Shearing
sheep by means of the injection
of a drug which causes the roots
of the fleece to be loosened gen-
tly has been carried out on fine-
wool sheep in Russia, The Times
says.
The drug, thallium, was inject-
ed, causing the sheep to moult,
the whole process occupying a
fortnight. It is said that the sheep
can be plucked in seven to 10
minutes at a stage before the fi-
nal moult.

The Daily Pews

WHEN NEWSPAPERS RULED!

Back in Dem Days, credibly large, approx.
newspapers were a 58cm x 40cm was not
vital part of everyday uncommon.

life, almonst as import-

Newspapers sold for
ant as eating each day.

pennies or cents, for
example the Sun News
Pictorial in 1937 sold for

Those were the days
when newspapers came

out twice a day and 50,  1"2d, the SMH for 5c in
60 or more pages was 1969 and the Daily Mir-
not uncommon. Even ror and Daily Telegraph
the size of the pages of  sold for 7c in 1971.

some papers were in-

THE TOP 20BOYS N.* (MES IN 1930

hn (2- 61) Do . 'd(67") David (408)

bert (1258) Keand 1(659)  George (390)
' unan (1192) Peter (6 Edward (381)
I nald (1 96) aymonc (591) Thomas (379)
T oo v4l) Barry (581) Allan (349)
Kevin (718) Keith (432) Richard (318)
Brian (674) Colin (427)

REMEMBER THESE?
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This photo was taken during an ocean tall ships race back in 2011.
PHOTO: Bill Stanford

TURTLES OF THE BARRIER REEF

(From Sydney Mail, 1938)

In his diary, Captain Cook described
the green turtles of the Great Barrier
Reef as the “finest in the world”.

These amphibians are also the world’s
most remarkable egg-layers.

WHICK ONE
THOLSAND ARE
Recently, at Lady Musgrave Island, unHEs?
near the southern end of the reef, a -
tle nest wae iz -~verea onta ing 23
eggs!
Only oncel fore .ofar :-:I sknown
has a larger atch of egg beer liscov-
ered in a sir  le nest.

Three yea1> ago, on Heron Island, near
Lady Musgrave Island, a nest contain-

FASTER AIR MAILS

REDUCTION OF ONE DAY
(From the Sydney Morning Herald, 1937)

The Postal Depart-
ment advised yester-
day that, following
the introduction of
the new flying boats
on part of the En-
gland-Australia route,
the time for the trans-
port of mails from Syd-
ney to London would
be reduced from 13 to
12 days.

The time from London
to Australia however,
would remain unal-
tered.

It has been found
practicable to carry
the mails entirely by
air, cutting out the rail
link between Paris and
Brindisi.

Instead of calling at
Paris, the new route
from Croydon to Alex-
andria will be via Mar-
seilles and Rome.

A feature of the new
service will be a more
expeditious service of
air mails to Rome and
Marseilles.

THEN and NOW

Prizer 1oney for the
Melt rurne Cup in
1956 was

5 500 pounds.

Today, it's
$10 million!

ing 287 eggs was found, and these eggs
had been laid by the turtle in exactly 15
minutes!

The female turtle goes ashore to lay
eggs every two weeks or so during
the breeding season (the hot summer
months), and in the aggregate she lays
anything up to 10,000 eggs, or even
more.

On one occasion a large turtle was dis-

sected in Queensland, and she con-
tained a total of 1200 eggs in various
stages of development, ranging in size
from a small bead to a ping-pong ball.

There was also a mass of immature
eggs, and this mass must have repre-
sented another 2000 eggs at least.

When Lieutenant Fowler, one of Cap-

tain Matthew Flinders officers, was
marooned for three months in 1802 on

Wreck Reef (North Queensland), he
also counted 1940 eggs in a green tur-
tle he had captured for food.

The mature turtle eggs are about the
shape and size of billiard balls.

They are white and have a soft gluti-
nous shell, which is extremely tough,
but which, strangely enough, shrinks
up when exposed to the air for any
length of time.
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We LOVE our Comic Strips

For as long as we can remember, In this issue of Dem Days, lan
comic strips in newspapers have shows his extra-ordinary talent
been part of our lives. as he pays tribute to several of
Tan Jones is one cartoonist whose his fellow cartoonists who have

Pearly Gates and Bushy Tales com- have.broughtjoy and laughs into
ic strips have been entertaining our lives over the years. 7 —
people for years. '

Cartoonist Ian Jones having a bit of fun with the main character
of his Bushy Tales comic strips - Doug the Wombat

BEYOND THE BLACK STUMP/SALTWOOD PET THERAPY LAFFERTY

SWAMFP (Gary Clark) (Sean Leahy &Gerard Piper) SNAKE TALES (Sols) (Phil Judd)  (Stepiian Stanley)
A - =y

THE
WARRUMBUNGLERS
(Ken Emerson)

BASIL
(Gerry Lants)
IT'S A JUNG|

TRUNDLE
(Neil Matterson)
OMN THE ROCK=

(Ken Emerson)
MAGGIE
(Phil Day)
BLUEY & CURLEY
(Alex Gurmey
Les Dixon) THE POTTS
and Uncle Dick
(Stan Cross
Jim Russell)

GINGER MEGGS
{Jim Bancks, Ron Vivian, Lioyd Piper,
James Kemsley, Jason Chatfield)

THE FABULOUS ©OSSIE KOOL ROO ~ INSANITY STREAK
BUSH PIGS (Geoff  (Peter Dare) (Tony Lopas)
(Al Rose) Augustine)

ST PIPS/IT'S A BABY
(Meil Matterson)

600D DEA, 501 LET HER
START SHARIMG FIRST




AN INNOVATIVE AUSSIE
Australian film pioneer - Raymond Longford

With film-making for de-
cades dominated by the
giants of Hollywood, few
realise the vital role that
Australia played in the de-
velopment of the industry.

Way back in 1900, the Salva-
tion Army’s Magic Lantern
and Photographic Depart-
ment, filmed the world’s
tirst full-length feature
movie, on a converted ten-
nis court in Melbourne!

Kicking-off  cinema-goers
love of biblical epics, Sol-
diers of the Cross, featured
cruel Roman centurions,
Christian martyrs, areal lion
and, with 600 actors, was
three times longer than the
American film, The Great
Train Robbery, often listed
by many cinema historians
as the first “real” movie!

Into this world of inno*-
tion and ex, rime. ation
Raymond L. 1gforc was
born in Melbo mnei» «878.

Making 40 Ims in a
three-decade ¢ -eer, Long-
ford started, ana ended,
his working life, involved
with the sea, first sailing on
a wind-jammer as a teenag-
er, then deserting ship, and
being involved in a bloody
insurrection in Chile.

Later being employed as a
travelling physician by the
Indian medical service, he
found a love of drama and
joined a travelling theatrical

group.

In 1908 and back in Aus-
tralia, he saw the future of
film, and became an actor
and director with his first
full-length release, A Fatal
Wedding, made in 1911.

Longford was a cinematic
pioneer, being one of the
first directors to film inside,
overcoming the problem of
interior lighting by remov-
ing the roof from one set,
and using a glass ceiling © .
~=~ther.

He1 salso ne of the first
dire .orstou . uwe lose-up
or 1 actor’s ace to show
inter. ~ emot n, invr 1ting
‘he tec... Jue 10cally at al-
most exactly the same time
as overseas film-makers.

Making such early Auss-
ie classics as The Silence of
Dean Maitland, The Sen-
timental Bloke, and Steele
Rudd’s On our Selection,
he fought a losing battle
against official indifference,
censors, Government inter-
ference, and bloody-mind-
ed bureaucrats.

He was once arrested for
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shooting a scene outside
his studio, with the State
Government denying him
the use of the historic Syd-
ney Harbour convict island,
Pinchgut (Fort Denison) for
his iconic movie, Mutiny on
the Bounty.

“Not only did they refuse
to help me, but they actu-
ally opposed me in every
possible way; baulked my
schemes, prevented me
from taking photographs...
and cut my films to pieces
when they were produced,”
he lamented later.
Opposing the monopoly ac-
tions of American studios,
whose “block-booking” of
cinemas essentially shut-
out Australian films from all
but the smallec* my,. we-
atres, e testi 2dtoa oyal
Com aission 1 the st iect
but 1> no avai

Vit the De ressior de-
¢ ryinglocal  odu~*’_.. i
th_ 1930s, he made his last
film in 1934, and returning
to the sea, as it were, he
spent his last years work-
ing as a night watchman at
the P&O docks in Sydney,
where he died in 1959.

Australian film-making did
not return as a viable in-
dustry until the early 1970s,
with one of our best-ever
box-office years, ironically,
being post-lockdown 2021,
when the overseas mov-
ie-market was still in effec-
tive dormancy.

HOW’S YOUR MEMORY?
What year did the
Sydney Harbour Bridge open?

Who skippered Australia II to
win the America’s Cup in 1983?

This little gem appeared in the Sun
Pictorial on March 30, 1937

IT'S A FACT

That a Montana farmer milked his
cows in his sleep.

For a long time he was troubled by
some unknown person who milked
his cows every night, and he was de-
termined to catch the offender.

Although he waited several nights he
saw no sign of the thief, yet when he
did not keep watch his cows were dry
in the morning.

Eventually he engaged two detectives,
who hid themselves near the dairy at
night. They were amazed to see the
farmer himself appear, clad in pyja-
mas, and milk the cows, afterwards
giving the milk to the pigs.

REMEMBER THESE?
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The riet/o. 'asl- °
Ingin ¢z ors «
today’s rsare. :ar cry from the
rafficatc rs we once used.

Do you remember driving with
these trafficators/flippers?

Go back further and we just stuck
our arm out the window! What are
your memories?

Memory Answers: 1932 (19th March)
and John Bertram.
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1600s First recorded European landings

1642 Abel Tasman reaches Tasmania

TV in the 70s Heniee0 o

1793 First free settlers arrive in Australia
1816 Establishment of the first bank

TV has certainly changed in the last 50 years. 1850s Population increases three-fold in 10 years

Those days when the nation was glued to only to pass the one million mark

three or four stations are long gone. 1868 Transportation of convicts to Australia ends

Gone too are the days when we were enter-
tained with hugely popular shows like M.A.S.H.,
Dallas, The Waltons, Number 96, Homicide,
Mission Impossible, Get Smart, Charlies Angels,
The Sullivans, The Brady Bunch and Disneyland
and not the myriad of so called “reality shows” & 3
today.

Who could forget “Goodnight Mum”, “Good-
night Dad”, “Goodnight Grandpa” and finally
“Goodnight John-Boy”?

1901 Commonwealth of Australia is formed

1911 The Australian Capital Territory is declared
and an international competition held to
design the new capital city of Australia

1913 The Capital is officially named Canberra

1938 The first day of mourning occurs in Australia

1949 Establishment of Australian Citizenship

1972 The Dept of Aboriginal Affairs is formed

Fast forward to 2020.... A BLAST FROM THE PAST

The 10 Most Popular TV Shows in Australia in 2020 were It’s hard to imagine watching 6” and 8”
1. Married at First Sight, 2. The Block, 3. Lego Masters, 4. MasterChef Austra- TV screens tOdaY!
lia, 5. Bluey, 6. Stateless, 7. SAS Australia, 8. The Queen’s Gambit, 9. Farmer

Wants a Wife, 10. Australian Ninja Warrior. How times had changed! N 0 w ‘\ v A I L A B L E '
=

Changing names

Here’s an example of how naming your children has changed over :
time. These were the 10 most popular boys and girls names in -
1979, 1999 and 2019. S BEP ) 1278 - (Becary )

1979 1000 201 6 MCRO 'V \\ e —
BOYS G LS BYS GIR3 BOYS CIRLS ECEIVER ’-ﬁ e

ot all leading -el'ec:n'nrl‘ll\.;_ ritarilors thronghont Auvstralin

Michael Re >cca Jo wm-= Emil Oliver (_harlotte
) — ot transistor.
Daniel Me ssa Jac Jessic M oah Jlivia & Compleiely poriiblu:
® Dperates I'H:m! 240V, l
11 . e v [T
Matthew Sar. 1 La lan culdan William Mia iy e

® Or from rechargesblo
David Micnelle Thomas Chloe Jack Amelia e S N—
Andrew Amanda James Olivia Leo Isla m'ﬁ}l:l pi{gssg To be'refe:lsen' 5;,“"_!"
Benjamin Kelly Matthew  Georgia Lucas Ava .
Adam Lisa Daniel Emma Henry Chloe 1 "
Christopher Nicole Nicholas Isabella Thomas Grace | a MIBRU Tv SET!
Mark Kylie William  Sophie James Sophia FULL DETAILS FROM OLOISMAYAKAWS

ELECTHRONICS PTY. LTD.

Peter Belinda Jacob Hannah Ethan Ella




KING OF THE MOUNTAIN IN 1966

Everyone who has, in their younger
days, ever had the pleasure of har-
ing-around in a Mini Minor, will know
the unique motoring experience it of-
fers.

With none of the safety features of the
modern motor vehicle, it did offer,
none the less, a sense of a kid’s go-kart
tearing around the streets, with abso-
lutely sublime handling and accelera-
tion, it was, simply, great fun!

Even the most committed race fan,
may have forgotten, that for one shin-
ing year in the swinging sixties (1966
to be exact), the Minis dominated the
Bathurst race like no other car ever has.

Mount Panorama has a high strike rate
when it comes to defining moments in
Australian motor sport, which is not
surprising given its unique layout and
rich, colourful history.

The runaway succese ~f ' ~ Morr.

Cooper S. the tua 500-r le (80

km) race h¢ 1the on( :tobe 2, 1961
isa prime e amr _.

The 1960s * as a decad of u »>rece-
dented soci upheaval _.Jd the 1966
running o: the annual 500-mile race
for stock standard production cars at

with Bob Holland
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The most popular comic strip in
Australia in 1960 was....

Bathurst in October cer-
tainly reflected that.

In 1966, the British Mo-
tor Corporation Australia
(BMCA) entered a three-car
works team that comprised
a mix of talented Austra-
lian drivers paired with
big name international ral-
ly stars, that were also coming here
to compete in the inaugural Southern
Cross Rally held the week following
the Bathurst race.

As a result, of the 53 cars that started
the 1966 Gallaher 500, nearly half the
field (24 cars) were Minis!

17 of the 19 cars entered in Class C
were Cooper S’s, with the remaining
seven being the cheaper Morris Coo-
per in Class B and Mini De L~ " iui-
ris Mir# ©F) conte ding ' ass A.

The star- 'uddec driver line-u, i~
cluded 19¢ winer Barr Seton, slus
11a. vy Firth, 'tu:e McPhe Frank Vla-
tich, Ron Ho "son, and ed Z._.oon
tona e a few.

British champion Paddy Hopkirk was
paired with local Mini ace Brian Foley
and European champion Timo Mak-

inen was paired with Queenslander
John French, although Makinen was
replaced by local Mini hot-shoe Steve
Harvey before the race.

The third BMCA team car saw Finnish
rally ace Rauno Aaltonen (the eventu-
al winner) teamed with Sydney’s Bob
Holden who had been racing Minis for
a couple of seasons.

As expected, the Minis had won easily
agair-t feel e com setition, with Coo-
per ’'sfilli. the f>p nine places out-
right. 'n fect, he highest-placed non-
Mini « tr the y:ar, was the first of
two VC Valiam 8 automatics which
cime ho. 1e 10th — six laps behind the
winner.

It was to be the last time a naturally-as-
pirated, four-cylinder car would win
the Bathurst 500 outright. It was the
end of an era...

Top movies of the 70s

Jaws, Star Wars, Rocky —
which was your favourite
flick from the 70s?

While you ponder that,
here’s a list of 12 of the most
popular movies from the
1970s, along with those in
starring roles.

The Godfather Part II

Star Wars

Jaws

Alien

Apocalypse Now

One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Rocky

Taxi Driver

Chinatown

Close Encounters of the Third Kind
All the President’s Men

The Sting

O 0 NN O Ok WD -

—_ = =
N —m O

Robert De Niro

Harrison Ford

Richard Dreyfuss, Roy Schneider
Sigourney Weaver

Marlon Brando, Martin Sheen
Jack Nicholson

Sylvester Stallone

Robert De Niro

Jack Nicholson

Richard Dreyfuss

Robert Redford, Dustin Hoffman
Paul Newman, Robert Redford




